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inches, respectively, in diameter. The processes of brewing
and stewmg, so dear to the mages, without any doubt were
a direct disposition of Providence for the security of
human life; for they effectually withdrew the sting from
venomous substances, and made it perfectly impossible for
would-be murderers (and they were more than many) to
kill, except accidentally, or with enormous doses and the
disadvantages coincident thereto.
No doubt the Twentieth Century still has a little to
learn. No doubt that wisdom would wait upon research
among the mountains of documents stored in the archives
of the Italian patriciate and baronage, Colonna, (not
Orsinij whose papers were destroyed by fire in 1702)
Savelli, Poplicola di Santacroce, Sforza-Cesarini, Carafa,
Caietani, Piccolhuomini, Borgia of Milan and Velletri, etc.
No doubt in the Vatican Secret Archives (the Lord Alex-
ander P.P. VI left one hundred and thirteen volumes in
large folio of His acts,) infinite fields of information are
white for harvest. There is nothing to prevent the reaping,
but the lack of reapers. No doors are shut. No secrets are
reserved. "The Popes have need of nothing except the
truth."
Meanwhile, this only can be said:
The empirical methods of the Borgian Era preclude the
possibility of anything approaching artistic venenation.
Not one of the definite accusations against the Borgia
have been proved. On the contrary they are shown to lack1
valid foundation,
There is no authentic evidence regarding the Venom
that the Borgia are said to have employed.
In fact, there was no Venom of the Borgia.